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Carey Pinkowski to Receive Lifetime Achievement Award from the Chicago Area Runners 
Association  

 
CHICAGO – The Chicago Area Runners Association (CARA) today announced Carey Pinkowski, 
Executive Race Director of the Bank of America Chicago Marathon and Bank of America 
Shamrock Shuffle 8K, will receive the 2017 CARA Lifetime Achievement Award at the CARA 
Awards Party on February 3, 2018.   
 
The CARA Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes individuals who have made significant 
contributions to the Chicagoland running community. Pinkowski came to the helm of the Bank 
of America Chicago Marathon almost three decades ago, taking the event from a local race 
with 6,000 runners to a global competition attracting more than 40,000 participants from all 50 
states and more than 130 countries. Pinkowski’s energy, passion and leadership put Chicago 
on the map as one of the world’s premier running destinations, and his vision to take the 
marathon to the people inspired a course that travels through 29 local Chicago 
neighborhoods.   
 
“Pinkowski has made a unique impact on running in Chicago,” said Greg Hipp, Executive 
Director of CARA. “His events inspire runners to train, race and fundraise like few others can. 
Carey and his team’s impact go beyond sport!”  
 
CARA’s summer marathon training program prepares close to 2,000 runners across the city and 
suburbs for the Chicago Marathon. Pinkowski regularly visits CARA training sites and clinics to 
encourage runners. After a record breaking high school career and being named an All 
American three times at Villanova University, Pinkowski competed in one marathon: the 1983 
Chicago Marathon. He completed the course in a sizzling 2:20:43. 
 
More than 784,000 runners have crossed the Chicago Marathon finish line since 1977, and 
since 2002, more than 100,000 charity runners have raised $167 million for local, national and 
global causes. In addition, the Chicago Marathon generates a $282 million economic impact 
for the City of Chicago.  
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“It is an honor to receive the CARA Lifetime Achievement Award,” said Pinkowski. “The 
Chicago Marathon and the Shamrock Shuffle would not be the events they are today without 
the support and enthusiasm of our local running community. They are events that impact 
charities and our local economy well beyond the finish line. Our running community is fortunate 
to have an organization like CARA that has been a staunch advocate for runners for 40 years.” 
 
“CARA trains Chicagoland’s runners, but it is the marathon that provides the inspiration,” 
added Hipp. “We are not able to make the impact that we do in local running without events 
like the Bank of America Chicago Marathon.” 
 
Throughout his tenure as executive race director, Pinkowski has received numerous awards, 
including the Illinois Track & Cross Country Coaches Association Meritorious Service to the 
Youth of Illinois Award (1998); Chicago Area Runners Association Gold Medal Award for Event 
Production (1999); MarathonFoto/Road Race Management Race Director of the Year Award 
presented by Running Times Magazine (2001); Runner’s World Magazine’s Best Race Director 
Award (2002); the National Distance Running Hall of Fame’s Fred Lebow Award (2004) and 
USA Track and Field’s Allan Steinfeld Award for Lifetime Achievement in Men’s Long Distance 
Running (2009).  
 
About the Bank of America Chicago Marathon  
In its 41st year, the Bank of America Chicago Marathon welcomes thousands of runners from 
more than 100 countries and all 50 states, including a world-class elite field, top regional and 
Masters runners, race veterans, debut marathoners and charity runners. The race’s iconic 
course takes runners through 29 vibrant neighborhoods on an architectural and cultural tour of 
Chicago. Annually, an estimated 1.7 million spectators line the streets cheering on more than 
40,000 runners from the start line to the final stretch down Columbus Drive. As a result of the 
race’s national and international draw, the Chicago Marathon assists in raising millions of 
dollars for a variety of charitable causes while generating $282 million in annual economic 
impact to its host city. The 2018 Bank of America Chicago Marathon, a member of the Abbott 
World Marathon Majors, will start and finish in Grant Park beginning at 7:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
October 7. In advance of the race, a two-day Abbott Health & Fitness Expo will be held at 
McCormick Place Convention Center on Friday, October 5, and Saturday, October 6. For more 
information about the event and how to get involved, go to chicagomarathon.com. 
 
Visit the Bank of America newsroom for more Bank of America news. 
  
About the Chicago Area Runners Association: Since 1978 the Chicago Area Runners 
Association -- CARA, a non-profit organization has been dedicated to running advocacy in 
Chicago and suburbs. Starting as the local running club, CARA has grown into the organization 
that championed the running movement across Chicagoland. We help runners run better, 
farther, faster and with more fun by clearing paths to a wealth of training, social, outreach and 
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advocacy programs, while promoting friendships and personal fulfillment. Learn more at 
CARAruns.org.  
 
About the CARA Awards Party: Join CARA on February 3, 2018 at the Shapiro Ballroom in 
Chicago. In addition to the CARA Lifetime Achievement Award, CARA will honor 2017 CARA 
Runners’ Choice Circuit award winners and Hall of Fame inductees. The annual event brings 
together runners and running enthusiasts from local running clubs from all around 
Chicagoland. The event is hosted by CARA and presented by the Bank of America Shamrock 
Shuffle 8K. Learn more at CARAruns.org. 
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